
Mountain Camping With the Grizzlies
This time was different.  Previous years I had settled into a tent near the car at the viewpoint below Richmond Peak, a timbered ridge to the north and

east of Seeley Lake, Montana.  Time and again I had enjoyed the awesome view of the mighty wall of mountain ridge that rose up from the canyon

below me, towering over all surroundings - the majestic Montana peak of Sunday Mountain.  

The trail led across 2 or 3 avalanche draws filled with bear-grass, then doubled back, requiring scrambling up rock ledges, and again leading off

across the draws.  With another hour of scrambling the steep path, to my surprise I found myself working through a high mountain meadow area

apparently home to a band of mountain sheep.  

Awakening that Saturday morning in August though, again at the Richmond Peak viewpoint, after a quick breakfast, I threw my pack on my back.  I

then hit the trail up the side of Richmond Peak across the canyon from Sunday Mountain.  On a previous hike in the area I had found an unmarked

trail that departed the mapped trail/abandoned logging road leading up the side of Richmond Peak.  The unmarked trail crossed the saddle where the

canyon rose to meet the ridge, and appeared to connect with the Sunday Mountain face, and then head upwards - at a sharp incline.  I wasnt certain

where the trail would lead, but it sure gave the appearance of providing a possible access route to the top of Sunday Mountain.  

With clear blue skies of an incredible Montana August day, the climb ahead would still be a cool one as the sun of the day was to the east behind the

Sunday Mountain ridge.  

Either direction from this incredible corner of Montana there were whole sets of quality motel accommodations with soft beds, hot showers or even a

Jacuzzi to soak the tired muscles.  Perfect base-camp lodgings were available either locally in the Seeley - Swan Valley, at the northern end in the

Kalispell and Columbia Falls area, or at the southern end in the Missoula area   The crowning touches to a truly stellar Montana mountain adventure.
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